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Sure God’ll Bless: America
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| “Pcople’s right when they say
'God hlesg America,” knys Brother
William Cravitt-El Grand’ Shetk of
the Moorish Sclence Temple. “Aln't
nothing going to—happen to this
country while Mohammed. thc Third
ig livin’ right here.” i

Brother Gravitt-El.(the sufflx is
pronounced eel) is the lmder of n
sect of. more than 1,200 Moharame-
dans in Newark,. Thcir"!crﬁ"‘le, Rt

=g Court street, was, fdunded
years ago by Prophet ‘Noble Drew

hammed the Third. Tt is the oldest
temple-of the sect in this part of
the country.

Chicago, where he may be visited
only by true bellevers, His bodily
formy {8 not the same as that of the
:”‘919“0‘-4 tha - "\uddcd lan Wauemal.
temple.’

- “That prophet dxed, as you-call it,”
explaing.the grand sheik.  “His re-
Incarnation lives on in Chicago.”

What Sect Teaches
| The sect teaches that all dark-

‘All, known to his followers as M0-|

Mohammed the ’I‘hxrd now lives in

VIS SNEwari.

here, . Wa have Um prnphor hcro,
and the land is blessed.

“In fBurape they have no kind nf
God.
the bombhs keep on killlng women
and chlldrcn.[ Looks llte their God,
he must he ¢n vacation.”

At this pdint » Moorish sister,
dressed in the conscrvative  long
skirts, long $leeves and high necks
which the dect preseribes, passed
by the nmn(l sheik., She ralged her
hand in & gesture of respect which
the sheik acknowledged in courtly

15 fashion.

| ~ “Woman ln Nature”
“Woman is natme and ‘'man the

son of nature,” he e‘cplamcd after

|she passed. “IU's because people

- They pray to thelr God:but|

have loat reapect for women, nn'T|
et them do things the ¥ime as men, |
{llta smoking and drinking in tav-
ofns, ‘that wo have come to our
low egtate. Women must be re-
stored to their place In the home.”

which follows civil rites, stresses the
dedication of hearts between man
and wife, .

The local Moors do not drink or
qmnkr- nnrl ahsiain from ment and
cgrs.  “Strlctly a vegelable and
fish diet,” explains Brother Gravitt-|
ml, “Lots of thase Asir'ic Mo-|
hammedans aren't ad strict as we'
are and pollute thefrselves with
flesh.”

None of the men shave, and the
combination of dignified hreards and
red fczzes, worn by elders of the
flock, has a~ distinctly Moorish
flavor., :

“Wo live q\uollv hecause we know
the truths,” sald Brother Gravitt-Fl
“Other people, they run around like

|erazy, and worry all the time, be-
[cause they don’t know what's gaing
to happen. If

Tho Moorish marriage ceremony, |

{-

everybody khew

|they'd Dbe Iilling Lhcmsrlvc% and ’

|suicxdm all over;the place.”

sledinned persons nre descended from
|Moore and Mchammedanism s
their true religion. Not one of the
lacal- true hellevers is of Asiatic
birth but they are belter Mohamine-
dang than their brothers across the
sea, in the opinion of the grand
sheik. |

Brother Gravitt-El, a Moor from
\Belleaire, 0., pointed out that even|
Mohammed the Third is a native of
North Carelina; . “The prophel
fooled everybody,” he said with a
chuckle, "Everybody, looked for him
to come in the Iast and he done
come In the West.” -

We intervlewed Brother Gravitt-
El at his home, 46 West street.’ An
imposing looking dark man, with ai
curly beard, he warmed to hls sub-|
ject as he went along and discussed:
his bellefs with dlgmflca enthu- |

stasm.

The sect; teaches that all names]|
IIbnrne by I\egroeq are "“slave” names'
|and their flrst act on conversion is!
lto add Elior Bey, meking them,
|Moorish, “The black people here!
weten't bmught here,” the grandl!

etk EEyS: "~ "I'hig "¢auiitry belongs |
ro the Moors and we were here long|
|before the Indlans, - ,
| Teally Northwest Africa
| . “This land you call North Amer-
|lca really . is' Northwest - Africa.
There was all Moors here hefore an)
earthquake made that old Atlantic
Ocean.”

Brother Gravitt-El has heen in
|Newark 14 years, He succeeded to
the leadership of his floclk after the
prophet passed, He declures no
white nen-helievers are admitted tn
their religious ceermonies, although
dark-skinned prospective canverts
sametimes . attend.  He wouldn't
even discuss the rites with a non-
believes,

Although the Moors have accupied
A lowly estate here of late, their
day i coming through the presence
of Mohammed the Third, Brother
Gravitt-El says: "The eommon man
has been blind ta the truth, but we
are waking him up,

“This {5 the last time Mo)mmmcd
will return to earth, and the end ls
near at hand, Al this trouble nmi
war and depression is the )mgmmnp, .
of the end.

Wouldn't Belleva

“The prophet has lold that awlly

these things will come to pass, but!

the "people wouldn't believe the
truth. Now. they're heginning ta;

find out. |
“"Over in REurope they got hud

troubles, but we don't have to worry
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